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SUMMARY
The antibody response to Fasciola sp. was studied in 13 rabbits orally infected with metacercariae, by using double immunodiffusion reaction (DID) and counterelectrophoresis (CEP). The antigen used was phosphate-buffered saline extracts from adult flukes of Fasciola sp.
Crude antigen formed 1-4 precipitation lines in the DID with infected serum. CEP gave one line with it. Precipitins were first detected in the 2nd to the 5th week after administration with metacercariae.
Precipitation response could be detected in serum from rabbits with one fluke. CEP was superior to DID when performed in the early stage of infection, but was less sensitive than DID in the late stage of infection. It seemed that the two assays might be useful for the detection of Fasciola sp. infection before the appearance of fluke eggs in feces.
